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CCSD’s 2016 SAT & ACT Scores Among Best in State  

Two Cherokee County School 
District schools have been 
named finalists for the Tech-
nology Associa on of Georgia 
(TAG) and TAG Educa on Col-
labora ve’s 2016 STEM Edu-
ca on Awards. 
Canton Elementary School STEM Academy is a final-
ist for the Elementary School Award, and Clark 
Creek Elementary School STEM Academy is a finalist 
for the STEM Cer fied School Outreach Award.  This 
is the second consecu ve year for the schools to be 
named to the elite list of finalists. 
The awards were created, according to the Associa-

on, to recognize “outstanding efforts and achieve-
ment in suppor ng and promo ng STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and math) educa on in 
Georgia.”  Winners will be announced during the 
STEM Educa on Awards ceremony on Nov. 4 at the 

Loudermilk Center in Atlanta.  
“We applaud each of this year’s final-
ists for their extraordinary efforts to 
bolster awareness about the im-
portance of STEM and for their hard 
work to increase student par cipa on 
in science, technology, engineering 
and math programs,” said Michael 

Robertson, director of the Collabora ve.   
“Georgia will need to fill some 211,000 STEM-
related jobs by 2018, so we are pleased to show-
case so many great schools, programs and organiza-

ons that are helping to develop a strong future 
workforce for our state. ” 
TAG is the leading technology industry associa on 
in the state, serving more than 30,000 members; 
TAG Educa on Collabora ve is dedicated to devel-
oping science, technology, engineering and math 
ini a ves in Georgia.  

Two CCSD Schools Named Finalists in Tech Educa on Awards 

 AVG SAT 

SCORE 

AVG ACT 
SCORE 

CCSD 1577 23.1 

GEORGIA 1459 21.1 

NATION 1484 20.8 
   3rd highest in GA 

All CCSD high 
schools are in the 
top 10% in GA 

 Top scoring       
district in Metro 
Atlanta 

 5th highest in GA 

All CCSD high 
schools are in the 
top 15% in GA 

Highest ACT   
scores ever for 
CCSD 

Cherokee County School District graduates posted 
impressive average scores on two na onal college 
readiness/admission tests, the SAT and the ACT. 

The Class of 2016 earned the Cherokee County 
School District’s highest-ever scores on the chal-
lenging ACT college entrance and placement ex-
amina on, con nuing to rank the system in the 
top five in the State and topping the Na onal av-
erage.   

On the SAT, the School District’s Class of 2016 
earned an average total score of 1577, up from 
1560 last school year, which is the 3rd-highest 
score out of 180 school systems in the State of 
Georgia and first among Metro Atlanta school dis-
tricts, according to data released last month by the 
College Board.  
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Five Cherokee County School District high school students have been selected for a pres gious program to 
share their ideas on improving metro Atlanta.  

The five CCSD students are par cipants in the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) program, the Model Atlanta 
Regional Commission (MARC), a six-month youth leadership program focused on regional issues and challeng-
es.  They are: Woodstock HS juniors Chabelli Canales, Malcolm Green and Sasha Stogniy; and River Ridge HS 
sophomores Grace Pfohl and Darla Willis. 

Through the program, students learn about regional issues and challenges and then suggest ideas to the ARC 
Board as to how to address them.  More informa on is online: h p://www.atlantaregional.com/marc. 

Five CCSD Students Selected for Model Regional Governance Program 

Canales Green Stogniy Pfohl Willis 

send to soldiers, making American flags for local and 
New York fire departments in remembrance of 
9/11, a school- and citywide art “blitz” suppor ng 
Remember Alex Brown (RAB) Don’t Text and Drive 
and collec ng coins for “Let’s Make a Change,” 
which benefi ed African orphans and supported 
their educa on. 

A Cherokee County School District teacher has been 
named the 2017 Georgia Art Educator of the Year.  
Woodstock Elementary School teacher Pam Morgan 
has won the statewide tle in recogni on of her 
efforts at the school, community and state level. 

As a long me member of the Georgia Art Educa on 
Associa on, which presents the overall award to one 
Georgia teacher a year, she has served on its board 
as Capitol Art Exhibit Co-Chair, Youth Art Month Co-
Chair and District No. 2 President.  Ms. Morgan pre-
viously has been honored with the Associa on’s 
2010 Elementary Art Educator of the Year award and 
went on to win the Southeastern 2010 Elementary 
Art Educator of the Year tle as well. 

Ms. Morgan is a strong supporter of student exhibits 
including the Capitol Art Exhibit and Hartsfield Jack-
son Interna onal Airport Youth Art Exhibit and Cher-
okee Arts Council Youth Art Month Exhibit.  She also 
works with community organiza ons to develop ar-

s c opportuni es for students and, as a result, her 
students have created artwork in coordina on with 
the City of Woodstock and Preserva on Wood-
stock.  She educates students using cross-curricular 
ac vi es and teaches art history and culture.   

“The Art of Giving” project developed by Ms. Morgan 
shows students how their art can touch the lives of 
others.  The project has included crea ng artwork to 

Woodstock ES Teacher Recognized as Georgia Art Educator of the Year 
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Seven Students Named Na onal 
Merit Scholarship Semi‐Finalists 

Seven Cherokee County School Dis-
trict high school seniors have been 
named 2017 Na onal Merit Scholar-
ship semi-finalists. 

They are: of Creekview HS, Jack 
Pace; of River Ridge HS, Anabelle 
Paulino; of Sequoyah HS, Ka e Bates 
and Alex Morrison; and of Wood-
stock HS, Alex Andon, A.J. Cox and 
Evan Vines. 

The Na onal Merit Scholarship Cor-
pora on, which oversees the pres g-
ious compe on, has named 16,000 
semi-finalists, who were selected 
based on outstanding 2015 PSAT 
scores.  Less than 1 percent of U.S. 
high school seniors are named semi-
finalists.  

To be considered as a finalist, the stu-
dents next will submit a detailed ap-
plica on no ng their academic 
achievements, par cipa on in school 
and community ac vi es, demon-
strated leadership abili es, employ-
ment, and honors; an endorsement 
and recommenda on from a high 
school official; and an essay.  Stu-
dents also must earn SAT scores that 
confirm their PSAT performance.  

The an cipated 15,000 finalists will 
compete for 7,500 scholarships worth 
about $33 million, which will be 
awarded in the spring. 

Pace 

Paulino 

Bates 

Morrison 

Andon Cox Vines 

CCSD Superintendent Named 
to State Advisory Council 

Cherokee County Superintendent of Schools 
Dr. Brian V. Hightower has been selected to 
serve on the State Superintendent’s Advisory 
Council. 

State School Superintendent Richard Woods 
annually appoints the Council, which is made 
up of about 20 local superintendents repre-
sen ng urban, suburban and rural districts from 
regions across the state. The Council provides 
feedback on the local impact of State-level de-
cisions, and its first mee ng recently held at 
the State Department of Educa on’s offices 
focused on the new federal law, the Every Stu-
dent Succeeds Act (ESSA).  The group will meet 
regularly to discuss important issues affec ng 
public educa on and share feedback from their 
communi es. 

“It’s my honor to represent our School District 
and our region at the State level, as I see it as 
part of my duty as a Superintendent of Schools 
to speak up for our students, teachers and par-
ents in every way possible,” Dr. Hightower 
said.  “They have put their trust in me and our 
School Board to be their voice, and this is an 
outstanding opportunity to con nue to fulfill 
my role as an educator, leader and advocate for 
public educa on.” 

Mill Creek MS and Creekland MS 
Offering Microso  Cer ficaton 

Two Cherokee County School District schools are 
among only nine statewide to cer fy middle school 
students in Microso  Office programs.  

These industry-recognized, standards-based cre-
den als validate a student’s Microso  Office skills, 
and provide students another way to prepare for 
college and career.   

In its first round of cer fica ons this fall, Mill Creek 
Middle School cer fied 19 students, and Creekland 
Middle School cer fied 15 students as Microso  
Office specialists. 
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The Cherokee County School Board recently recog-
nized Creekland Middle School and Cherokee Coun-
ty School District staff for saving a student’s life.  
Creekland Middle School sixth-grader Caden Cherry 
was par cipa ng in physical educa on class on 
Thursday, Sept. 29, 2016 when he experienced car-
diac arrest and lost consciousness. 

Creekland MS School Nurse Chrissa Hofste er, 
Principal Dr. Deborah Wiseman and CCSD School 
Opera ons Director Debra Murdock, who was on 
campus for another reason, immediately responded 
by administering CPR and use of an AED. Their life-
saving ac ons resuscitated and stabilized Caden so 
he could be transported by first-responders to the 
hospital. 

“We employ school nurses, equip our schools and 
train our staff so we can respond to moments like 
this,” Superintendent of Schools Dr. Brian V. High-
tower said.  “We never want to see a child suffer a 
medical emergency, but we prepare, and we are so 
grateful to be able to celebrate Caden and thank our 
staff.” 

The school’s response also included important 
efforts by: PE teachers Ray Catlet, Jacob Cheshire, 
Keith Fountain, Julie McRae, Stacy Rich and Ma  
Rumble; Counselor Cathy Harris; Secretary Maralee 
Tabor; and Assistant Principals Lovenia Houston, 
Dana Phillips and Brent Williams.  All were recog-
nized by the Superintendent of Schools and School 
Board at October’s mee ng. 

Caden’s twin brother, Cooper, provided school staff 
with vital informa on during the response, which 
greatly assisted them in saving his life.  Cooper 
joined his brother onstage for the School Board 
recogni on. 

Caden since has been released from the hospital and 
visited Creekland MS on Monday, Oct. 10, for the 
first me since his medical emergency to thank 
Nurse Hofste er and the school.  Students and staff, 
who sent well-wishes while he was hospitalized, 
lined the halls to welcome Caden back. 

Hear elt Thanks:  CCSD Employees Recognized for Lifesaving Effort 

From left, School Nurse Chrissa Hofstetter, Principal Dr. Debo-
rah Wiseman and CCSD School Operations Director Debra 
Murdock 

The audience gave Caden, Cooper and the staff a standing 
ovation.  

Superintendent Dr. Brian Hightower welcomes Caden Cherry 
onstage at the School Board meeting. 
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27 CCSD Schools Earn A Place on 2016‐17 SHAPE Honor Roll  

Canton ES STEM Teacher    
Nominated for Top KSU Alum 
A Canton Elementary School STEM Academy teacher 
was honored by Kennesaw State University this fall 
with a nomina on for the University’s top alumnus 
award. Dr. Judy A. Wright, a Gi ed/STEM lab teacher, 
is the Bagwell College of Educa on’s nominee for the 
KSU Dis nguished Alumni Award.  She and the other 
Colleges’ nominees will be recognized at an upcoming 
University-wide ceremony, at which an overall KSU 
winner will be named. 
Since beginning her teaching career more than 11 
years ago. Dr. Wright has earned numerous honors 
including being named Canton ES STEM Academy’s 
2014 Teacher of the Year by her peers and winning a 
2015 Maley/FTEE Technology and Engineering Teach-
er Scholarship sponsored by the 
Founda on for Technology and 
Engineering Educator.   
She has collaborated with the 
Smithsonian Ins tu on Center for 
Educa on and Museum Studies, co
-authored research studies and pre-
sented at mul ple conferences. 

Twenty-seven Cherokee County School District schools were 
named to the Governor’s SHAPE (Student Health and Physical 
Educa on) Honor Roll this fall.   The awards recognize schools’ 
commitment to the health and well-being of Georgia’s students 
through fitness and nutri on.   
CCSD’s total number of honorees is an increase from 24 last 
school year.  The State named 218 schools statewide (out of 
more than 2,600) to the Honor Roll… with CCSD claiming 12 
percent of the total.  Schools can earn Pla num, Gold, Silver or 
Bronze medals; CCSD has increased from seven to 12 Pla num 
winners:   
 Pla num winners (12 of 125 statewide): Avery ES, Boston 

ES, Clark Creek ES STEM Academy, Clayton ES, Holly 
Springs ES STEM Academy, Indian Knoll ES, Johnston ES, 
Knox ES, Li le River ES, Macedonia ES, Mountain Road ES, 
Sixes ES 

 Gold winners (6 of 14 statewide): Creekland MS, Dean Rusk 
MS, E.T. Booth MS, Freedom MS, Mill Creek MS, Wood-
stock MS 

 Silver winners (8 of 62 statewide): Arnold 
Mill ES, Ball Ground ES STEM Academy, 
Canton ES STEM Academy, Hickory Flat 
ES, Oak Grove ES Fine Arts Academy, 
Woodstock ES, Teasley MS, Etowah HS 

 Bronze winner (1 of 17 statewide): River 
Ridge HS 

The Honor Roll program recognizes and re-
wards the schools, students and teachers that 
demonstrate excellence on measures of 
SHAPE par cipa on, data repor ng, and stu-
dent wellness.  The Governor’s SHAPE ini a-

ve is a statewide program merging govern-
mental, philanthropic and academic and busi-
ness communi es to address childhood obesi-
ty.  Schools also receive addi onal prizes from 
the SHAPE program ranging from banners to 
sports equipment based on the medal level 
they achieved.  
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CCSD Awarded Seats on State Parent, Student Advisory Groups 
State Superintendent of Schools Richard Woods recently selected represent-
a ves for his statewide parent and student advisory councils, and the names 
include a Cherokee County representa ve for both the student and parent 
groups.  

John Cline, whose children a end Hasty Elementary School Fine Arts Acade-
my, is one of 31 parents from across the state selected to serve on the 2016-
17 and 2017-18 Parent Advisory Council.  Mr. Cline, an a orney and Chero-
kee County Probate Court associate judge and chief clerk, will represent 
CCSD in providing input on issues including Georgia’s state plan to imple-
ment the new federal law, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).  This is 
the third consecu ve me that a CCSD parent has been selected to serve on 
the State Parent Council. 

“Parents share a very valuable perspec ve that we greatly appreciate and 
know the State School Superintendent does as well,” Cherokee County Su-
perintendent of Schools Dr. Brian V. Hightower said.  “Mr. Cline will repre-
sent his school and our School District well, as he is a knowledgeable, in-
volved and suppor ve parent and community leader.” 

Hannah Culver, an eighth-grader at E.T. Booth Middle School, is one of 108 
students statewide tapped to serve on the State Student Advisory Council 
made up of middle and high school students.  Members were selected from 
more than 800 applica ons based on answers to essay ques ons about pub-
lic educa on and how they think it could be improved.  

“It was refreshing and valuable to hear these students’ feedback and ideas,” 
Superintendent Richard Woods said.  “This is a fantas c group of students 
with great ideas for the future of our educa onal system, and I can’t wait to 
work with them.  I’d like to thank every student who took the me to apply 
and share their thoughts.”  

The Council will meet with Superintendent Woods to talk about issues in-
cluding how state policies affect their classrooms, and also will serve as the 
Superintendent’s student ambassadors and par cipate in service projects.  

Cline 

Culver 

The Cherokee County School District has named the 2016-17 
Student Advisor and Student Delegates to the School Board.  
The School Board has included a Student Advisor posi on on its 
board since 1999, and for the past six years, a Student Delegate 
from each high school also has been selected.  These students 
serve for one year to give input and feedback to the School 
Board; the advisor role is rotated among the county's high 
schools.    

This year's Student Advisor is Joseph Henderson of ACE Acade-
my.  The Student Delegates are: Cherokee High School, Julia 
Kochansky; Creekview High School, Parker Quarles; Etowah 
High School, Meghan Hines; River Ridge High School, Jordan 
Mason; Sequoyah High School, Isabelle Riddle; and Woodstock 
High School, Kayla Brader. 

2016‐17 Student Advisor and Delegates Named to School Board 

From le  to right, front row: Meghan Hines, Kayla 
Brader, Parker Quarles; second row: Julia Kochan-
sky, Jordan Mason, Isabelle Riddle; back row: Super-
intendent Dr. Brian Hightower and Student Advisor 
Joseph Henderson. 
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New Dean Rusk Middle School Illustrates the Power of a Penny 
The new Dean Rusk Middle School 
opened its doors to 1,480 students on 
August 1.  Construc on of the $36.8 
million school was funded by the Educa-

on SPLOST (Special Purpose Local Op-
on Sales Tax), which is on the ballot 

November 8 for con nua on by voters.  
The new facility adds 6th grade and in-
corporates technology throughout the 
building.  A formal ribbon-cu ng for the 
community was held September 27. 
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Replica of Vietnam Memorial on Display at Arnold Mill ES November 17‐20 
The Wall That Heals, a 250-foot replica of the Vi-
etnam Veterans Memorial, along with a mobile Ed-
uca on Center, is coming to Arnold Mill Elemen-
tary School and will be open and free to the public 
from November 17 un l 2 pm on November 20.  
The Wall That Heals honors the more than 3 mil-
lion Americans who served in the U.S. Armed forc-
es during the Vietnam War and its walls bear the 
names of the more than 58,000 men and women 
who made the ul mate sacrifice in Vietnam. 

The Vietnam Veterans Memorial is the most visited 
memorial in our Na on’s Capital, with more than 4 
million visitors each year. However, many Ameri-
cans have not been able to visit what has become 
known to many as “The Wall.” The Vietnam Veter-
ans Memorial Fund (VVMF), the organiza on that 
built The Wall, wants to give all veterans and their 
family members all across America an opportunity 
to see the Memorial.  

Clark Creek ES STEM Academy media specialist 
Madeline Hall won a 2016 Georgia Educa on Tech-
nology Innova on Grant.  Her proposal, SMArTE 
Space, was one of four winners in the state this 
year, with top proposals earning up to $2,500. 

Details about Ms. Hall’s project:  The SMArTE 
(science, math, art, technology, and engineering) 
Space project helps to support science and technol-
ogy standards. SMArTE space in the media center 
provides opportuni es for students to use crea vity 
and inven ve thinking to build prototypes, explore 
ques ons, experience failure and successes, and 
bounce ideas off each other. The media center acts 
as a center gathering place for all grade levels giving 
K-5 students opportunity to explore the design pro-
cess. Different tasks will be created as a result of 
collabora on with the classroom teachers to align 
them with the core curriculum and the curriculum 
map. The SMArTE space also provides an opportuni-
ty to enrich students that have mastered classroom 

assignments. Projects made by typical Makerspaces 
u lize common tools and supplies in new ways and 
uncommon ones to build surprising new things. 

The Georgia Educa onal Technology Consor um is 
an independent non-profit corpora on, governed by 
a volunteer 15-member Board of Directors.  The or-
ganiza on sponsors the annual Georgia Educa onal 
Technology Conference and the Technology Fair, an 
annual technology compe on for students.  

Clark Creek STEM Academy Media Specialist Wins State Technology Grant 
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Two CCSD Educators Named ‘Apple Teachers’ by Apple, Inc. 
Woodstock Elementary School teacher Kristen Brooks and Cherokee County School 
District Technology Network Analyst Carol Dickerson are CCSD's first employees to be 
named Apple Teachers by Apple, Inc.  

Apple Teachers are recognized for their understanding of how to use Apple Products for 
teaching and learning.  They have proven knowledge of using iPad, Mac, and built-in 
apps to enhance produc vity and inspire crea vity in their classroom.  In order to earn 
the designa on, an educator must pass eight online learning modules designed by Apple.  

Apple Teachers are provided the opportunity to access addi onal Apple learning materi-
als to help their colleagues discover the power of Apple tools in the classroom.  The pro-
fessional development program helps to facilitate the use of Apple devices to which stu-
dents have access and can be tailored to all grade levels.  

Ms. Brooks, a 22-year educator, also is a Cer fied BrainPOP Educator, an OSMO ambas-
sador, a Seesaw ambassador, a 2015 PBS Digital Innovator Award recipient and is Apple 
Vanguard Cer fied. 

Ms. Dickerson has worked for CCSD for 17 years; for the past four years, her primary 
responsibili es have been to configure, deliver, repair and train Apple Products.  She is 
CCSD's Apple Founda ons Trainer and the leader for CCSD's new Apple Vanguard 
Team. 

Dickerson 

Brooks 

The Creekview High School Aeronau cs Team 
con nued its success at the Na onal level, with a 
fourth-place overall win at the UAS4STEM Search 
and Rescue Na onals.  The team of John Abdi-
noor, Nick Garcia, Aiden McChesney, Canon Sousa 
and Andrew White earned a spot at Na onals in 
Muncie, Ind. a er finishing third at the Southeast 
Regional Compe on in May. 

In its first year, the Academy of Model Aero-
nau cs’ UAS 4STEM compe on engages stu-
dents in the challenge of building, programming 
and flying a remotely controlled drone in a search-
and-rescue scenario.  Despite a rainstorm, the 
Creekview HS team located all objects in the search area and landed its drone in the Na onal compe on.   

“We are proud of the perseverance of our Aeronau cs Team at this compe on,” said team sponsor teacher 
Tim Smyrl.  “To compete na onally and finish fourth in our first year of compe on speaks volumes for our 
kids and their efforts.  We look forward to compe ng again next year.” 

The team competes also annually in the Team America Rocketry Challenge at which it has earned na onal and 
interna onal honors, in addi on to the new UAS4STEM program.  The team is offered as an extra-curricular 
STEM outreach, and several former team members have pursued degrees and careers in engineering and aero-
space fields. 

Creekview HS Aeronau cs Team Places 4th at Na onal Compe on 

From left, Canon Sousa, John Abdinoor, Andrew White, Nick Garcia, 
and Aiden McChesney.  
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The Cherokee County School District recently con-
gratulated eight more of its educators named Mi-
croso  Innova ve Educator (MIE) Experts. 

Bobby Blount, CCSD Assistant Superintendent for 
Technology and Informa on Services; Sixes ES Prin-
cipal Cindy Crews; Indian Knoll ES Media Specialist 
Jennifer Lewis; Woodstock ES teacher Caitlin Crews; 
CCSD Technology Project Specialist Freda Williams 
and Instruc onal Technology Specialists Jim Berry, 
Susan Dreschel and Lee Pa  are joining 5,500 edu-
cators in the MIE Expert program worldwide; 350 
MIEE are in the US, and 34 are in Georgia (including 
the 21 in CCSD).  

Recognized as global leaders in using technology to 
transform educa on, MIE Experts are selected by 
Microso  to share ideas, try new approaches and 
learn from each other as a global community dedi-
cated to improving student outcomes through tech-
nology. 

“Microso  Innova ve Educator Experts are inspiring 
examples of educators applying new ways of teach-
ing and learning in their classrooms that mo vate 
students and empower them to achieve more,” said 
Anthony Salcito, Vice President of Worldwide Edu-
ca on for Microso . “We celebrate and support the 
work they do every day!” 

Superintendent Dr. Brian Hightower congratulates Susan 
Dreschel on MIEE certification at the School Board meeting 
October 13. 

CCSD Adds Eight More Microso  
Innova ve Educator Experts 

Three Cherokee County School District employees 
recently completed training to serve as volunteer 
Court Appointed Special Advocates for children and 
were sworn in as officers of the court by Juvenile 
Court Judge John B. Sumner:   Clayton ES parapro 
Tammy Deal, Etowah HS School Nurse Cathy Alex-
ander and Knox ES teacher Kason Sams.  

These newly appointed advocates will stand up for 
the rights of children in Department of Family and 
Children Services (DFCS) custody “to be safe, to be 
treated with dignity and respect, and to be given the 
opportunity to thrive in a safe and permanent 
home,” according to The Children’s Haven, which 
oversees the program.  The next training begins in 
October; Amy Blanton at 770-345-3274 can pro-
vide more informa on.  

Caring for Kids:  CCSD Employees 
Train To Be CASA Volunteers 

UPCOMING DATES 

Nov. 3  School Board Mee ng 

Nov. 8  Elec on Day/Staff Development  
  (no school for students) 

Nov. 21-25 Thanksgiving Holidays 

Dec. 1  School Board Mee ng 

Dec. 19-30 Winter Holidays 

Jan. 2  Staff Development Day 

Jan. 3  Start of Second Semester 
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Two Cherokee County School District students have 
been named to leadership roles with Georgia 4-H this 
fall.  

Creekview HS junior Lukas Freeman has been named 
to the highest leadership role a student can achieve 
with the organiza on -- state representa ve for the 
State 4-H Board of Directors.  He will represent 4-H 
at events including Agriculture Day at the Capitol, 
Leadership Day at the Capitol, Junior Na onal Live-
stock Banquet and Georgia Agribusiness Council Har-
vest Ball.  The State Board makes decisions regarding 
statewide issues, events and ideas, and Lukas also will 
help plan 4-H events such as Fall Forum and State 4-H 
Council, and preside over State 4-H Congress ban-
quets. 

Freedom MS eighth-grader Chandler Stevenson has 
been elected to the Georgia 4-H Northwest District 
Junior Board of Directors.  His responsibili es on 
board will include helping plan and preside over as-
semblies for middle and high school project achieve-
ment compe on.  He also will help plan Junior Con-
ference, a statewide service project weekend retreat 
for middle school students, as well as assist with coun-
ty-level ac vi es and serve as a role model. 

Two CCSD Students Selected as Leaders with Georgia 4‐H 

Lukas Freeman, above, and Chandler Stevenson, below, are 
congratulated by the School Board and Superintendent.  

A River Ridge High School senior has received early acceptance into the U.S. Coast 
Guard Academy.  Jordan Mason, who represents his high school as a Student Delegate 
to the Cherokee County School Board, is one of only 35 students na onwide to receive 
the full commissioning this early. 

Ranked among the most elite undergraduate colleges in the U.S., the Academy’s highly 
selec ve admission process annually iden fies only the top 300 candidates from a na-

onwide pool. 

“Needless to say, we are extremely proud of our Senior Class President and School 
Board representa ve,” River Ridge HS Counselor Jeff Benne  said. 

Jordan also has earned the Superintendent’s Key Scholar Award, Presiden al Communi-
ty Service Award and Physical Fitness and Health Award and is a two-year Varsity 
Track student athlete.  A member of the Na onal Honor Society, Knights of the Round Table and Beta Club, 
Jordan has been selected for leadership programs including Teen Leadership Cherokee Class of 2015, Model 
Metro Atlanta Regional Commission and the Chick-fil-a Leadership Program.   He has served as a youth soccer 
referee and volunteers as coordinator for the school’s Big/Li le mentorship program and through the Crusad-
ing Knights Service Club. 

River Ridge HS Senior Accepted to U.S. Coast Guard Academy 

J. Mason 
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Special Olympics Awareness Games Involve Hundreds of Athletes, Volunteers 
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This summer, the Cherokee County School District 
won top Georgia PTA Awards for school nurses, 
teachers and school PTAs.  The Georgia PTA, which 
is led by Cherokee County’s own Lisa-Marie 
Haygood as its President, presents statewide awards 
to outstanding educators and school PTAs at its 
summer conference. 

Mill Creek MS PTSA won the Outstanding Local Unit 
award out of all middle schools in Georgia and the 
President’s Membership Award.  Woodstock HS 
won second place in the State for Outstanding Local 
Unit among all high schools in Georgia. 

Johnston ES School Nurse Laure Carroll won the 
Georgia PTA Outstanding School Nurse Award, and 
Indian Knoll ES teacher Jennifer Schroter won the 
Birney Butler Outstanding Educator Award for the 
elementary-school level. 

River Ridge HS PTSA won the Overall Heart Family-
School Partnership Award at the State level, and In-
dian Knoll ES, Macedonia ES and Mountain Road ES 
PTAs all won top awards for specific areas of service. 

Four school PTAs won the Pla num Membership 
Award: Clark Creek ES STEM Academy, Dean Rusk 
MS, Hickory Flat ES and Indian Knoll ES.  A great 
showing of CCSD school PTAs earned the State’s 
Model PTA designa on: Bascomb ES, Boston ES, 
Clark Creek ES STEM Academy, Dean Rusk MS, 
Freedom MS, Hickory Flat ES, Holly Springs ES 
STEM Academy, Indian Knoll ES, Johnston ES, Li le 
River ES, Macedonia ES, Mill Creek MS, Mountain 
Road ES, Oak Grove ES Fine Arts Academy, River 
Ridge HS, Sequoyah HS, Sixes ES and Woodstock 
HS. 

“Our schools, teachers and students benefit greatly 
from the outstanding alliance we foster with our 
PTA volunteers,” Superintendent of Schools Dr. Bri-
an V. Hightower said.  “The PTA’s support – whether 
raising funds for schools’ needs, logging thousands 
of volunteer hours or advoca ng for public schools 
locally and at the State Capitol – is invaluable to our 
success.  We’re so proud to see our employees hon-
ored by the Georgia PTA, and we’re delighted to see 
our PTA volunteers recognized at the State level for 
their dedica on.” 

Excellent Advocacy:  CCSD Wins Mul ple State PTA Awards 

Mill Creek Middle School PTSA leaders, from left to right, Jessi 
Brenneman, Brenda Page, Ambrea Holman and Olga Spivey, 
celebrate winning the Georgia PTA’s Outstanding Local Unit 
award out of all middle schools in Georgia. The school’s PTSA 
also won the President’s Membership Award and Model PTA 
designation. 

Johnston Elementary School’s School Nurse Laure Carroll, 
right, is presented with the Georgia PTA Outstanding School 

Nurse Award by Georgia PTA President Lisa-Marie Haygood. 

Indian Knoll Elementary 
School teacher Jennifer 
Schroter won the Georgia 
PTA’s Birney Butler Outstand-
ing Educator Award for the 
elementary-school level. 
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Bascomb Elementary School’s playground is spor ng 
a new sun shade thanks to a Na onal grant. The 
school’s PTA applied for and won an $8,000 2016 
Shade Structure Program Grant from the American 
Academy of Dermatology… and was one of only 19 
winners na onwide.   

The school held a ribbon cu ng just a er the start of 
the school year to celebrate the installa on of the 
permanent shade structure over the back play-
ground.  The ceremony was a ended by school and 
PTA leaders including Georgia PTA President Lisa-
Marie Haygood; Superintendent of Schools Dr. Brian 
V. Hightower and Cherokee County School Board 
Chair Kyla Cromer and Board Member Rick Steiner. 

Atlanta North Dermatology dermatologist Dr. Jihyun 
"Ellen" Koo, a member of the Academy, sponsored 

the grant applica on and par cipated in the ceremo-
ny.  Bascomb ES is only the second school in Geor-
gia to win the grant since the Academy began 
awarding it in 2000. 

“Without this grant, which will cover more than half 
the cost, this project would not have been possible, ” 
Bascomb ES PTA President Heather Shaw said. “We 
are extremely thankful to the American Academy of 
Dermatology, and Dr. Koo, for their help and gener-
osity.” 

The Shade Structure Grant Program is part of the 
Academy’s SPOT Skin Cancer campaign 
(www.SpotSkinCancer.org) to reduce the incidence 
of skin cancer by educa ng the public about effec-

ve skin cancer preven on ps.  

Bascomb ES PTA Wins Na onal Grant for Playground Shade 

Celebrating the ribbon cutting for Bascomb Elementary School’s 
new permanent shade structure are, from left to right, Superin-
tendent of Schools Dr. Brian V. Hightower, School Board Chair 
Kyla Cromer, Atlanta North Dermatology dermatologist Dr. Ellen 
Koo, PTA grant writer Amanda Weber, Principal Kathleen Chan-
dler, Georgia PTA President Lisa-Marie Haygood and School 
Board Member Rick Steiner.   

Kudos. . . . 
 Liberty Elementary School fi h-grade teacher 

Jeff Hester recently received a $552 grant 
from the BridgeMill-Sixes Service League to 
provide scholarships to students in need so 
they can a end a special fi h-grade field trip 
to Amicalola Falls.  “Liberty is thankful for the 
assistance of this community outreach group 
that puts our students first,” Principal Doug 
Kno  said. 

 Carmel Elementary School third-grade teacher 
Joanne Emanuel recently was honored by the 
Walt Disney Company.   As part of a Walt 
Disney Company VoluntEAR community ser-
vice project, company employees recently 
volunteered in her classroom and, with the 
students, made a special banner.  What the 
employees didn’t tell Ms. Emanuel is that they 
were entering the banner in a company con-
test… the banner won first place, and the em-
ployees recently returned to the class to sur-
prise them with the news.  The class received 
a ribbon and cer ficate, as well as school sup-
plies collected through the “Jessie’s Roundup” 
dona on drive at The Disney Store at Town 
Center Mall. 
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Cherokee County School District’s 2016 Media Specialist of the Year has been 
named the Regional winner.  Macedonia Elementary School Media Specialist 
Jennifer Rice  was named the Regional winner for North Central Georgia by 
the Georgia Library Media Associa on and Georgia Associa on of Instruc on-
al Technology over the summer.  She now will be considered for the statewide 
Georgia Library Media Specialist of the Year award to be announced in No-
vember. 
“This award confirms what we in CCSD already know: Jennifer Rice is an ex-
traordinary media specialist and talented educator, as well as a passionate ad-
vocate for her profession,” Superintendent of Schools Dr. Brian V. Hightower 
said, no ng this is the second consecu ve year a CCSD media specialist has 
won the Regional tle.  “Congratula ons to Jennifer and the Macedonia Ele-
mentary School community for this outstanding recogni on!”  
Ms. Rice and other Regional winners will be recognized at the Georgia Educa-

onal Technology Conference this fall, at which the State winner will be 
named.  Regional winners will receive plaques and $50 awards; the State win-
ner will receive a $200 award.  
A graduate of Georgia College & State University, where she earned bachelor’s, master’s and specialist degrees 
in educa on, Ms. Rice began her career as a classroom teacher before following her true calling to serve as a 
media specialist.  In addi on to her tradi onal media specialist responsibili es, she also organizes the school’s 
reading bowl team, spelling bee and student news team.  Ms. Rice recently was named to the Georgia Chil-

CCSD Media Specialist of the Year Wins Region Title 

One Note Execu ves Visit CCSD Schools to Observe Use of Technology 
A team of execu ves 
from Microso  head-
quarters in California 
recently visited class-
rooms at Holly Springs 
Elementary School STEM 
Academy as well as Dean 
Rusk Middle School to 
observe how CCSD 
teachers are using so -
ware in their classrooms.  
Mike Tholfsen, Principal 
Program Manager for 
One Note, and his team 
members (Fanguane 
Kong, Darren Aus n and 
Virginie Infan ) made 
stops in several class-
rooms, including Karina 
Bailey’s kindergarten 
class (above right) where 
they engaged in a 
“Mystery Skype” with a 
class in Scotland. 

Rice 

The One Note Team, above, watches 
kindergarten students answer yes/no 
questions during a Skype session. Left, 
Mike Tholfsen speaks with a Holly 
Springs ES STEM Academy student 
about the technology she uses daily at 
school.  
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Joining the Fight Against Childhood Cancer 

Mill Creek Middle School dedicated September to raising funds and awareness for childhood 
cancer research.  Principal Dr. Kerry Mar n, front row far le , wore boxing gloves for this 
group photo to commemorate the school’s fight against childhood cancer.   

Liberty ES students raised $500 in September for 
CURE Childhood Cancer.  Students who donated 
$1 received a paper doll to decorate to promote the 
awareness of childhood cancer.  


